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COLINTRAIVE AND GLENDARUEL DEVELOPMENT TRUST
www.cgdt.org

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2011
	WELCOME TO OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER!

The Development Trust promised to improve communication and have been publishing Board Minutes on a regular basis both on the notice boards and on our website, www.cgdt.org.  It may be that members and friends would prefer a more “easy read” and your feedback on our first Newsletter will be welcome. 

THE DIRECTORS

At the first Board meeting following the AGM, Charles Dixon-Spain was re-elected as Chairman and John Sutton appointed as Treasurer.  As a result of Sybel Peters’ retiral from the Board and as the Trust’s Company Secretary, we are delighted to announce that Sandra Wilson has been co-opted as a Director and has taken on the duties of Company Secretary.  Welcome on board Sandra!

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

This year we have 131 paid up full members which means the Trust has more than half of those entitled to voting rights taking an active part in deciding what happens in Colintraive and Glendaruel. If we could reach 100% membership, the Development Trust would be one of the few (if any) community Trust’s with this claim to fame.  Membership is only £1.00 so it won’t break the bank!

COLINTRAIVE NEWS

SHIP TO SHORE WORKING GROUP

The initial suggestion of a pontoon facility has met with a range of opinions as to whether this is the best option to encourage yachtsmen into Colintraive.  As a result, a group of mainly local residents have established a Ship to Shore Working Group to consider options which will enhance the economic and social benefit of the area.
STEERING GROUP

A separate group has been established to discuss and feedback on projects identified in and around Colintraive.  The group will initially look at the footpath around the Village – is the route suitable, in the right direction, etc.  The reality of the footpath does however rely on Bute Estate as landowners responding to our numerous requests.  The Steering Group will also be considering the potential use of the shop – all dependant on our ability to raise the necessary funds to purchase.

VILLAGE SHOP

The Trust has secured an option to purchase the former village shop and is grateful to Steve Williamson for allowing us time to wade through the process of attempting to secure funding for different phases. The first task is to ensure that the building is sound and develop drawings to give an indication of the scope of the project and indicative costs.

PARKING & TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

Thanks to the good offices of Michael Kaufmann as Chair of Col-Glen Community Council, progress is being made towards a solution to the parking issue in the Village, particularly around the ferry terminal. A welcome outcome of discussions on this issue is recognition that a 30mph limit should be imposed in the Village and we await the appropriate sign being erected.
	STRONAFIAN FOREST

The Board met mid-July with the Forestry Commission and got to grips with the Forest Plan which we will inherit and within which we will incorporate as many ideas for the economic and social benefit of the forest as possible. The Commission are extremely supportive of CGDT’s proposed purchase and we will maintain good relations as we work towards owning our very own forest. Digby Guy, a local forestry consultant is advising the Trust and is proving to be an invaluable source of expertise.

WINDFARM

With the acquisition of the right to buy on the Forest the board is now able to start consulting the community on what it thinks about the prospect of an extension to the Cruach Mhor windfarm. At the moment we hope that community members will take the opportunity to talk to directors informally, but shortly we’ll be announcing dates for open meetings to discuss the proposals.

INTERNSHIP

Thanks to a Government funded scheme which places post graduate students in short term posts with a view to gaining experience as they enter the jobs market, we have been fortunate to secure Russell Gill, a Geography Graduate to help shape what you want to see happening in the forest.  Russell started with us on 1st August and, if you haven’t already seen him tootling up and down the Glen in his campervan, you will meet him soon. We have Russell for only a couple of months, so please speak to him and let him know your hopes and aspirations for the Forest.

                  Cont’d..........
GLENDARUEL NEWS

GLENDARUEL WORKING GROUPS

Both Working Groups have been held in abeyance recently and because the Trust is keen that potential projects in Glendaruel should be moved forward they have now been asked to reactivate. To this end, the Hub – or Pavilion – Group reconvened on 25th July and has reported back to the board.   The Group looking at the potential for the Hotel, should it become available for sale, are due to meet towards the end of August.

The Clachan is badly in need of some TLC and hopefully this will evolve from either or both Groups.  Some simple environmental improvements – including a new notice board would be a start!
GLENDARUEL VILLAGE HALL
Plans by the Hall Committee for refurbishment of the Glen Hall are underway and consultation sessions have been held on the proposed renovations and alterations.  Anyone who has not yet viewed the plans can do so at the Hall. 
…. AND FINALLY

The Development Trust is keen to maintain an open and transparent relationship with the community and Board Minutes are published on the website for those with internet access, with hard copies available at both Village Halls, at the Clachan Notice Board and at the Colintraive Shop.  Hopefully the newsletter, which we propose to issue quarterly, will be a more interesting read.  In addition, Rhona, our Development Officer, is available at Colintraive Village Hall on Mondays and Wednesdays and at Glendaruel Village Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays (although the nature of our business means that she may at times be away from the office).  The Trust’s Directors are also available to respond to any queries or provide information.

Colintraive Office 01700 841358 

Glendaruel Office 01369 820344

Let us have your feedback on the Newsletter – is it worth us producing this on a quarterly basis?
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