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Resounding Vote for Forest Purchase
The community of Colintraive and Glendaruel has voted to purchase 600ha of forest in one of the most ambitious community buy-outs Cowal has yet seen.
67% of the community voted on whether the Development Trust should go ahead with the purchase of Stronafian Forest and of those 66% were in favour. The count which was held in Colintraive Village Hall on Friday 8th October 2010, was taken by Shirley McLeod of Argyll and Bute Council, and the result was announced at around 4pm. 

The chair of the Development Trust, Charles Dixon-Spain, says, “The Development Trust is delighted with this result. It means we can submit our application to the National Forestry Land Scheme (NFLS) with overwhelming support from the community. And given a favourable decision from the NFLS panel, we’ll be looking a fantastic opportunity to secure this community’s future.” 

The Forest has been valued at £1.55M and once the Development Trust’s application has been approved they will have 18 months to find the funds to buy the property. The business plan, which has been produced by HIE-funded consultant Munro Gauld, calls for a phased acquisition, off-setting some of the burden of finding the money by 5 years. This strategy will make the purchase more affordable, and aid the Trust in its ambitious plans to make the community it serves economically and socially sustainable.
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Notes to Editors 
· The Colintraive and Glendaruel Development Trust (CGDT) was incorporated in November 2008 and is a Company Limited by Guarantee with Charitable Status
· CGDT has 7 board members, Charles Dixon-Spain, Alex MacNaughton, John McEwen, Sybel Peters, Michael Russell, Danuta Steedman, Donald Walker and is supported by its Development Officer, Rhona Sutherland.

· CGDT is entirely voluntary

· CGDT is supported by the Cruach Mhor Windfarm Trust, Argyll and the Islands Leader, Community Energy Scotland and Highland and Islands Enterprise.

· This Press Release is sent via e-mail
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