
Colintraive and Glendaruel Development Trust AGM 

1 October 2017 2pm 


Directors Present Charles Dixon-Spain, Jim McLuckie, John Shiveral, Colin Boyd, 
Cathy Grant, Cathleen Russell

Staff in attendance Emily Brennan, Charlie Collins, Stewart Miller

Director Apologies Alex McNaughton

Members Present Emily has a list of those who signed at door

Member Apologies Susan Gaffney, Fiona Page, Pieter Vanderwurf, Caroline 
Sinclair, Danuta Steedman, Stewart Miller, Alex 
McNaughton, Annie Craig, Danielle Clark-De Bisschop, 
Greg Morris, Grace Morris, Michael Kaufmann, Sheila 
Barker, Sadie Dixon-Spain, Jill McLuckie

Previous Minute Proposed: Elizabeth Fairbairn

Seconded: Maureen Morton

Matters Arising Sue Reid, representative of the Glendaruel Village Hall, 
resigned due to a conflict of interest.  Charles Dixon-Spain 
now on hall committee and will represent interests of hall 
on CGDT.

Presentation of 
Accounts

Colin Boyd presented the accounts.  He apologised for the 
late submission which was due to a technical difficulty with 
the new software the accountants are using.  CB gave a 
very brief summary of the accounts praising Emily Brennan 
for overseeing the accounts on behalf of CGDT.  CB 
explained how many of the funds that the CGDT apply for 
are ring fenced and can only be used for what they are 
explicitly applied for and under no circumstances can they 
be used to support other projects or amendment projects. 

No questions from members in relation to accounts. 
Adoption of Accounts  

Proposed:  	 Maureen Morton

Seconded: 	 Barbara MacVicar


Chairs Report Charles gave a very full and comprehensive report on the 
CGDT activities for this past year.

Cowal Way - He thanked Jim, Stuart and Charles for their 
hard work and commitment to the Cowal Way which in 
October achieved Great Trail Status.  The Cowal Way is 
well received by Visit Scotland and the National Park along 
with local business owners and other stakeholders from 
the 6 communities through which it treads.   Presentation 
of the Cowal way present and future follows the AGM.



Kyles Community Broadband - The CGDT provided 
support and capacity for the KCB to get up and running.  
The group worked extremely hard and whilst there was the 
prospect of a procurement it was discontinued because it 
did not fully meet the needs of the community.  Since then 
there has been some significant and important progress 
made which could enable KCB in making sure we have a 
service which is fit for purpose.  Presentation by KCB on 
where we are, what the options are and proposed 
timetable follows the AGM.

Forest - Access to forest has been improved.  Car Park at 
the northern access is complete and will benefit both 
visitors to the forest and the gun club thus ensuring cars 
are not parked along roadside and there is minimal 
disturbance to live stock in fields. 

Training - In conjunction with the Cowal Way and People 
and Communities funding CGDT ran a very successful 
training project which was developed and overseen by 
Emily and Charlie.  The programme was commended by 
PCF as employing local contractors and staff to deliver 
courses as well as training young people for forestry and 
landscape employment.  The project was so successful 
PCF are encouraging CGDT to run similar programmes in 
future.  

Archaeology and Forest - Working groups have not met 
this year and although the board is keen to develop this 
until we are able to acquire funding to employ a project 
officer the board is unable to do more that undertake small 
works and projects and liaise with the tenant.

Renewables - CGDT were disappointed not to get planning 
permission for 2 community turbines as this would have 
given the Board an income stream that would have helped 
to support and develop other projects.  There is another 
wind turbine proposal for the area which is for 8-10 
turbines and if this is granted planning permission it has 
the potential for significant community benefit.  The chair 
informed the meeting of his disappointment with the 
manner in which some of the directors had suffered abuse 
from some of the community and he encouraged people if 
they were not happy with what the trust were doing they 
should come and speak to the directors or become a 
director and help the trust.



Meeting commenced 2.00pm - closed 2.40pm


Staffing - The chair thanked Emily for all her hard work and 
her professional manner.   Emily is leaving the trust’s 
employ and we have recently advertised the post until 
March 2018 although we hope to secure further funding to 
continue the role.  New general manager will be appointed 
soon and will begin with reviewing progress on the Clachan 
Hub.  We have an application for the Big Lottery almost 
complete.  This will not meet the whole budget and we 
need to find funding from other sources.  CGDT hope to 
move this project forward quickly and we are keen to 
recruit people from the various organisations to create a 
shadow board to help us make the application more 
robust.
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